
Summary of level one exams 2011 to 2016 Conventions in Music Scores 91094 
 
2011 
Number of vocalists and instrumentalists 
Identify missing instrument and unusual instrument 
Metronome marking meaning 
Tempo meaning English and Italian 
Identify Texture 
Identify Chords and write out chords as indicated 
Identify Compositional devices 
Identify and explain articulation  marks 
Transpose up Major 2nd for Clarinet in Bb 
State the period of music and give two pieces of evidence 
Identify the Musical Form 
Open to Short Score 
Describe intervals 
Notate scales in Dominant key and relative minor key 
Identify Cadences 
 
2012 
English or Italian tempo meaning 
Identify instruments that have a solo 
Name the parts of a drum kit 
Number of performers required 
What is unusual about the piano part 
Write out indicated chords 
Root position meaning 
Identify instruments played when repeats are used (first time, second time etc) 
Describe differences in texture 
Identify compositional devices 
Identify guitar techniques 
Compare two sections and give similarities and differences 
Transpose up a major 2nd for trumpet in bb 
Explain strokes on a minim (played as quavers etc) 
Open to Short score 
Give English names for Instruments 
A2 meaning 
Identify texture 
Identify key centre 
Identify intervals 
Identify chords 
Identify a cadence 
Identify compositional devices (again) 
Explain why the piece is composed in the Classical period. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



2013 
What performance marking is missing 
Minimum number of performers required to perform the piece 
Identify symbols and explain what they mean: Bm, metronome, 8va, tremolo 
Score layout changes 
Clef for singers, male in this case 
Short to open score 
Identify texture 
Identify transposing instruments and give evidence 
Transpose up a perfect 5th for a French Horn 
Identify the key and the transposed key 
Identify the form 
Identify a modulation and the new key 
Describe intervals 
Identify chords and the cadences they make 
Identify compositional devices 
Explain how a piano part is varied 
 
2014 
Identify the correct time signature (normally missing) 
Identify where the music slows 
Minimum number of performers required 
Why use 8va 
Explain how a pianist plays a certain bar 
Identify texture 
Identify melisma 
Identify a modulation and the new key and the relationship between the two keys 
Why is a certain place the climax of a piece 
Explain how a phrase is varied 
How are guitar notes related to the harmony/chords 
Explain guitar techniques: whole step bend, legato slide pull off etc 
Identify the key, notate the key signature and write a scale in the same key 
What are notes that don’t belong to the above scale and identify them 
What is the style of the music for the above 
Identify chords and write them out on a stave 
Identify form and parts that repeat 
What type of ensemble is the music written for 
List the non-transposing instruments 
Identify the percussion instruments 
Italian term for the tempo 
What does “A” in a box mean 
Identify the lowest and highest notes in the extract 
Short to open score 
Identify compositional devices 
How is the rhythm different in different places 
Transpose down a tone to Concert pitch 
 
 
 
 
 



2015 
Identify the range and type of voice 
Identify the instrument that accompanies the singer 
Identify and explain the melodic sequence 
notate the harmony notes a third above each of the melody notes 
Identify a major and minor 3rd 
Short to open score 
Give an English word to describe the tempo of the piece 
Add appropriate markings to show that: • the volume is to increase throughout bar 15 • the volume 
is to be moderately soft at the beginning of bar 16 • the music is to slow down in bar 16 • the music 
is to return to the original speed at the beginning of bar 17 
Identify the key of the piece and evidence  
Transpose up Major 2nd for Clarinet in Bb 
Explain TWO differences in the music when the melody returns 
Identify monophonic texture section and what texture means 
Suggest a suitable time signature 
Give TWO pieces of musical evidence from the score (apart from the title) that show the piece was 
composed for the cello 
Name the following performance markings and explain how each is played (staccato, triplet, broken 
chord, tremolo and pause 
Identify chromatic notes and notes of a particular chord played as an arpeggio 
Identify the chords 
Identify a “blue note” and explain what it means 
What is ABA form 
What is “D.C. al CODA” 
What is a coda 
Give TWO pieces of evidence that show the last three bars of the music are the climax of the piece. 
 
2016 
Suggest a time signature for the piece 
Identify/suggest a Tempo in Italian 
Identify an instrument unlabelled 
How many woodwind players are needed to perform the piece 
Which instrument does not play at a certain point 
Identify the key and give evidence 
Identify the texture and give evidence and texture change 
How loudly is the string section to play 
In bars 11 and 12 all four string parts are playing, but the texture is in only two parts. Give musical 
evidence to explain how this is the case 
add appropriate musical markings to the two violin parts for dynamics and articulation 
Transpose up an octave 
Identify compositional devices 
Identify key changes and their relationship 
Write out the music as it would be played in the alto clef using the tremolo style abbreviations and 
explain why the composer used it 
Explain the difference between two guitar  riffs 
Identify intervals 
Identify a scale and how could it become a minor scale 
Explain how a score is to be followed with repeats 
Explain how syncopation is used in the extract 
 



Common items: 
1. How many performers does it take to perform the piece: 2011, 2012, 2013, 2014 and 2016 
2. Tempo in Italian or English: all six papers 
3. Identify texture: All six papers 
4. Identify chords in all papers except 2016 
5. Compositional devices: all six papers 
6. Transposing all papers 
7. Short to open score or open to short score: All papers except 2016 
8. Identify cadences: 2011, 2012, and 2013 
9. Identify intervals: 2011, 2012, 2013, 2015 and 2016 
10. Identify key: all papers except 2011 
11. Modulation: 2013, 2014 and 2016 
12. Identify instrument including transposing instruments: 2011, 2012, 2014 and 2015 
13. Similarities and differences: 2012, 2015 
14. Form: 2011, 2013, 2014, 2015 and 2016 
15. Scales: 2011, 2014 and 2016 
16. Time signature:  2014, 2015 and 2016 
17. Metronome marking: 2011 and 2013 
18. Musical period of history: 2011 and 2012 
19. Articulation 
20. Syncopation 
21. Guitar and drum notation 
22. Chromatic notes 
23. Arpeggio 

  
 
 
 
 


